
Understanding of primary sources and pathways for the transport of pollutants, including the 
mapping of pollution hot-spots and their impacts on ecosystem and human health, as well as 
link with social and economic activities.

Linking pollutant fluxes with economic sectors, identifying monitoring indicators and 
implementing the planning/management measures of the entire water cycle for the terrestrial 
components, based on appropriate science and technology, as well as all available science/
policy interaction.

Better understanding of physical/biogeochemical/biodiversity dynamics on climate time 
scales, adopting a comprehensive ocean observing system (protection/monitoring), 
improving the quantitative knowledge of ecosystems (assessing/modelling) and their 
functioning (including organismal response to environmental stressors) as the basis for their 
management (increasing MPAs level, integrating MSP and ICZM) and adaptation.


Ensuring systematic observations and continuity of data records in north and south of the 
Mediterranean and extending the range of observations to include biological and ecological 
EOVs also in coastal area and including novel observations on marine ecosystems to higher 
trophic levels, fisheries, genomics, pollutants.


Monitoring the coastal-open ocean exchange, mesoscale and sub-mesoscales dynamics on 
ecosystem functioning and the sea floor morphology in four dimensions in areas 
characterized by natural (i.e. coastal erosion, deltaic deposition, mass transport) or 
anthropogenic modification (i.e. infrastructures, dredging). 


Adopting numerical models which serve to extrapolate observations in both space and time 
at the resolution required to understand the coastal and nearshore marine areas and which 
include marine ecosystem processes and components needed to understand the dynamics 
of coastal and nearshore marine areas, also nested with open sea models.


Better understanding of the interactions and interdependencies of the environmental 
conditions and processes, the use of resources, the economy function and sustainability at 
the ecosystem level (rather than at the species level) and of the inter-relationships between 
species.


Data availability by exploiting the synergy of in situ and space observation and forecasting to 
predict Mediterranean coastal areas in support of multi-hazard early warning systems and of 
modelling the effects of the mutual interaction of various sources of hazards and 
environmental changes.


Understanding of the seasonal and interannual variations of HABs events and the changes in 
their intensity and distribution at the local and regional scales.


Adequate awareness and involvement of decision makers, communities, citizens, teachers, 
media, to influence behaviors and perceptions of different actors towards effective sea 
actions (sensu Ocean Literacy). 
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